Of course the position thus nakedly pourtrayed will offend some susceptibilities. The propriety of allowing the poorer classes to depend upon charity to supply a necessary of life, even in stress of illness, is doubted by those whose minds are schooled to certain austere methods; while, on the other hand, some people appear to believe that a minute contribution in aid renders the recipient independent and entitled to a voice in the management. But if the working men are to justify this claim they must bestir themselves to good purpose and with a will of which they have, as yet, given no evidence. To eliminate charity from hospital work the patient class must find not one hundred thousand pounds annually, but a million at least.
When they do this they may without scruple urge claims which at present seem inadmissible.
Agricola.
